Faces of Freedom:
A Look Behind the Rug Looms of South Asia
The beauty of a handmade carpet is inextricably linked to the people who make it. Yet today approximately 300,000 children weave the rugs that adorn North American and European homes. RugMark works to end this exploitation and offer hope where there was once despair. 

Faces of Freedom  takes you behind the looms and inside the lives of the carpet weavers of South Asia. The black and white and color photographs that make up this exhibition were taken by award-winning photographer U. Roberto Romano during visits to India, Nepal and Pakistan from 1996 through 2007. 

You will learn about the ancient craft of carpet weaving, come face to face with grim images of weavers, too young to be at the looms, as well as the bright faces of Sunita, Raju, Laxmi and other children who have been rescued by RugMark and are now in school. Their smiling faces are a testament to the power of a simple choice to purchase child-labor-free products. 
RugMark and its exhibition co-sponsor, the U.S. Fund for UNICEF, hope that everyone who views Faces of Freedom is inspired to take action. Visit facesoffreedom.rugmark.org to learn how. Together we can reach our goal of ending child labor in the South Asian carpet industry.
Stolen Childhoods
Approximately 218 million children toil in today’s global economy. Hundreds of thousands are exploited by the South Asian carpet industry. In 1995 an estimated one million children in India, Nepal and Pakistan were trapped in illegal carpet work. Children aged 4 to 14 are kidnapped or sold into debt bondage or forced labor where they suffer myriad physical and emotional abuses. This epidemic is part of why developing countries remain poor: by driving down adult wages and depriving children of education, poverty is perpetually “inherited.” RugMark has helped to reduce the incidence of child rug weavers by two-thirds, but an estimated 300,000 children continue to work in the inhumane conditions portrayed in these photos.

The Most Beautiful Rug
The tradition of rug making in Asia dates back at least 3,000 year, to when handmade rugs were used for prayer, to add warmth to the home, and even to cushion horse saddles. Today, master craftspeople create works of textile art based on traditional patterns as well as the diverse styles of contemporary designers. These photos celebrate this ancient craft, with an inside look into a few of the factories and looms monitored by RugMark.  Inspectors trained and supervised by RugMark regularly and randomly inspect the carpet looms to ensure no child labor is used. Only a child-labor-free rug is beautiful inside and out.
Putting an End to Child Labor
RugMark has freed more than 3,000 children from exploitative rug-making work. Programs funded by certified rug sales and donations help these children through rehabilitation, literacy, formal schooling and vocational training. Once children are freed from the looms, RugMark makes attempts to reunite them with their families. They are invited to attend school and with their families decide whether to enroll in a RugMark boarding school or to live at home and attend school with ongoing support. Other initiatives designed to break the cycle of child labor include adult literacy, daycare centers for children of adult weavers, and worker health and training seminars. 
