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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE

SECTION

Be it enacted by-the Senaterand Hous® of .Bepresc-itativeS in 17
General Assembly convened: ; . : g 18

section 1. The following words and p@fases, as used din this 19
act, shall have the following meanings, unless +the context 20
otherwise requires:

(@) . "Alcoholic" means any ,Lperson who periodically or 21
continuously uses alcoholic beverages to the extent tnat such use 22
injuries his health or substantially interferes with his social 23
or economic functioning, and to the extent that he has lost the 24
pover of self control with respect to the use of such .beverages. 25

(b) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of mental health. 27

(c) "biagnostic Facility"™ means any medical facility as 28
defined in this section at which a licensed physician is in . .29
attendance.

(d)  "Division™ means the alcohol amnd drug dependence 30
division of the department of mental health. 31

(é)  "Incapacitated" means a condition caused by use of 32
alcohol in which the person is unconscious, or unable to speak 33
coherently, or unable to control body movements in a coordinated 34
and effective manner. -

(f) "Intoxicated" means a condition in which a person has 35
alcohol in his blood stream in sufficient quantity to produce 36
incapacitation. A blood alcohol level of 0.10. per cent shall 37

create a presumption that the person is intoxicated. 38
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(9) “Medical facility" means any facility under the
supervision of a licensed physician including the cfiice of a
physiciarn designated by the commissioner for diagnosis or
{rcatment of intoxicated persoms. The office of the perscnai
physician of an intoxicated person to whom such a person is taken
by a police officer upon the request of such personr shall be
deemed a medical facility for purposes ot tais act although the
physician may not be so designated by the commissioner.

(h) "Medical officer" means the licensed physician in
attendaﬁce at a medical facility.

(i) “Police officer"™ includes such peisons as Bay be
lawfully designated by state or municipal authority to take into
custody and tramsport intoxicated .ersons pursuant to the
provisions of this act.

Sec. 2 (a) The commissicica shall estauvl.se  a
comprehensive program for treatment and rehabilitation of
alcoholics amd intoxicated persoas. He shall establish and
maintain facilities providing such services to intoxicated
persons or alcoholics as he deems appropriate including but not
limited to detoxification centers, inpatient treatment
facilities, outpatient clinics ard residences and shall train
personnel to staff such facilities. He may also contract with
ary private or public agency, orgarization, facility or
individual to providc such services, whic wey include gedic
treatment, psychiatric treatment, rehabilitation, employment and
social assistance.

(b) The commissioner shall disseminate information and
cornduct educational preirams on the problers attendant to tlc use
of alcohol. The state board ot educatiou and the commission ror
higher education in consultatiorn with the cowmmissicner shall
develop educational programs for elementary and secondary schools
apd ior the training of teachers ard guidarce j=rconnol.

(c) The commissioner shall cocprerite with tue com iosivner
of correction in estanlishing treate-nt arnd rehabi!itation

programs for alcoholics sentenced to correctional institutions.
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(d) A1l state and municipal agencies providing services to
intoxicated persons, alcoholics or their families may consult
with and shall cooperate with the commissioner ér. the division.
To facilitate such cooperation and consultation, th: commissioner
or his representative shall be chairman of a coordinating
committee which Ehall meet at least quarterly. The committee
shall consist of a representative of the commissioners of
correction, health, state police and welfare, the comaissions om
adult probation and for higher education, the state board of
education and the chief judge of the circuit court. The
commissioner may also appoint to the committee other individuals
and representativss éf bothet state, municipal and private
agencies.

(e) The commissioner may designate any private or public
tamility or phy.ician as & medical faciiity ~cr the purpcse of
this act, including a facility operated by the commissioner of
correction.

(f) The commissioner may contract with any private or public
agency, organization, facility or individual to 1implgment the
povwers set forth herein.

(g) The commissioner may assign state personnel to work with
public or private agencies, organizations, facilities or
individuals to ensure the operationm of thc programs set forth
hercin.

Sec. 3. (a) Any police officer finding a person who appears
to be both intoxicated and incapacitatea shall take him tec a
diagnostic facility. Upon timely request of the person, the
police officer im his discretion mnpay tu'< cuch peis.on to his
physician.

{b) ThLe miudicul officer shall detormip YLl a [person
requires treatment based upon a medical examination of such
person and upon his finding as a result ot uch examination that
suct peisaoi i intoxicated anu 1in @adaition tthat he dis
incapacitated, or that he tfaces immediate danger tu bis health,

or that there is probable cause to believe that the peison is an
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alcoholic. The medical officer ‘may take a plood - sample,
administer a breath test, take a urine sample or conduct any
other test to determine the amouuat of aiconol in the bloodstrean
of the person.

(c) It the medical officer ‘determines tnat the person
requires inpatient treatment, the medical ofricer may transfer,
refer to or detain such person at an appropriate medical facilify
until he is o longer intoxicated, no longer incapacitated or ‘no
ldnger races immediate danger to his health. Any éefsou adnitted
as a patient shail be released ﬁitnin eighteen hours or .be
presented to thé session of the circuit court nextfrolio;ing his
admission as provided in section 4 of this act unlesé he waives
presentmenfw ‘and consents to further medical %valuatidn or

treatment.

(d) If the'identitj and location Vof the next of kin or

guardian of a person so admitted is asceftainable; the medical
facility shaliinotify hisbnext of kin ér gﬁérdian of‘thé pefson's
admission, unless requested not to do so by the person.

(e) Waiver of presentment and consen# tbyvoluntary treatment
shall be in wiritng signed by the patientrand ’vitneséed' by two
persons who shall attest that capable of understénding any such
explanation and waiving such rights. Any such waiver and comsent
is effective until revoked; either orally or in writing, by the
patient. Upon such revocation, the patient must be released or
presented as in subsection (c) hereof. The patient snall be
given a copy of the waiver and consent which suall'coﬂtain an
explanation of:the waiver and Eonsent, his right to revoke it and
his rights upon such revocation. \

(f) A police officer may take a bérson cnarged with a
violation or offense, except a felony involving physical injury
to another or attempt to inflict physical injury on ancther, who
appears to be intoxicated to a diagnostic facilipi either
directly or after booking at the police station. Booking of the
accused may be effected by the police ofticer in the absence of

the accused person. A copy of the citation indicating the charge
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against the accused shall be left witn the fperson or with the
medical officer to be givem to such accused persca. A medical
facility admitting an accused persoco i1l make reasonable
provisions tfor his detention. +“hen deemed appropriate a police
orficer may be stationed ip trp2 met:1-:1 facility. Any accused
person admitted to a medical facility pursuant to this section
shall be presented to the session or the circuit court next
following his admission, unless he waives immediate presentment
and consents to treatment as provided in subsection (e) of this
section. Upon revocation of the waiver and consent, or when the
medical otfficer determines that in accused person is no longer
intoxicated, incapacitated or in immediate medical danger,
whichever occurs earlier, he shall be released to the appropriate
police authority.

Sec. 4. (a) Prior to a presentment required by subsection
{c) of section 3 of this act a medical officer of the medical
facility concerned shall file a verified petition for temporary
commitment of the patient to the commissioner._ "Such petition
shall allege that the person, to be denominated as respoadeat,
was found intoxicated at a stated place and time; that his
condition then warranted admission to the medical facility as a
patient in that he was intoxicated and in addition that he was
incapacitated faced immediate danger to his health as a result of
said intoxication, or that there was probable cause at the time
of hbis admission to believe that such person was an alcoholic;
that his present condition warrants further detention, since he
mains intoxicated, or that his health is in danger as a result of
his prior or present intoxication, or that there is probable
cause to believe that he is an alcoholic. . The petition shall
recite sufficient observations or matters of the history of the
respondent to support the foregoing allegations and shall request
that the respondeni be committed by the court to the custody of
the commissioner for a period not exceeding seven days from the
date of his admission to the medical facility for further

diagnosis and treatment.
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(b) Petitions pursuant to this section shall be directed to
the circuit court for the circuit in which the wmedical facility
is located.

(c) The respondent shall receive a copy of the petition at
least two hours prior to presentment in court. No person
avaiting presentment pursuant to this section shall bé kept in a
lockup, or ia the same detention room as persons subject to
criminal charges, and no such person shall be presented as a part
of the court's conduct of cri;inal matters.

(d) If a petition is granted, the court shall commit the
respondent to the custody of the commissioner for a period not to
exceed seven days from the date of his admission to the medical
facility for further diagnosis and treatment.

Sec. 5. (a) Petitions for commitment pursuant to this act
or for review of such conl;tlent shall not require the payment of
an entry fee go the conrt,'and neither petitioner nor respoandent
shall be liable for costs.

(b) At the hearing thg court shall inquire into the facts of
the petition. The respondent may be heard in opposition thereto,
and may cross examine vwitnesses and present testimony in his
behalf. The customary rules of evidence shall be observed. If
the respondent cannot afford counsel im any proceedings
instituted pursuant to this act, the court shall appoint counsel
to represent him, or it may contract witn any existing legal

services program to provide such counsel.

(c) The court shall enter an order either granting or

denying the petition. A petition shall be granted only if the
court finds beyond a reasonable doubt that the allegations of the
petition are true and that there are treatment facilities
available.

Sec. 6. (a) If a medical officer has reason to believe that
a person is an alcoholic and requir:s medical treatment and if
such person does not consent to such treatment, the medical
officer may : submit a verified petition to the circuit court for

comaitment of the person to the commissioner for treatment. Such
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petition shall allege that the respondent is an alcohkolic and
requires treatment and shall set forth sufficient clinical
observations or matters or respondent's medical history to
support the foregoing allegations. The petition shall include a
recommendation as to treatment and the facilities available for
such treatment. ;;

(b) Any person who has reason to believe that his relative
is an alcoholic may file a verified petition in the circuit court
requesting that such relative be committed for : treatment.  Such
petition shall set forth the facts and information upon which the
petitioner bases his conclusions, the names and addresses of all
physiéians and of any witnesses believed to have knowledge of the
material facts.

(c) Petitions for commitment pursuant to this section shall
pe directed to the circuit court for the circuit in which the
respondent resides or in which he is found if he has no
established residence. Upon receipt of a petition for
commitment, the clerk of the cizcuit court shall cause a copy
thereof to be personally served upon the respondent with a notice
of the date set for hearing to be given to respondent, his
counsel if any, and his next of kim or guardian if ascertainable,
not less than three days prior thereto. The court may order

"examination of the respondent by one or more physicians; In any

contested proceeding in which respondent has requested or
‘obtained counsel, the attorney genmeral of the state may represent
a medical officer or the court may appoint counsel to represent
the petitioner.

(d) The provisions of section 5 of +this act shall L=
applicable to any petition under this section.

(e) If the petition is granted, the court may commit the
respondent to the custody of the commissioner tor a period not to
exceed ninety days. Im lieu of commitment to the commissioner,
a respondent may request that he be committed to private or
public hospital certified by the commissioner as having

facilities for the treatment of alcoholics. The court may commit

200
201
202
203
204

205
206
208

209

210

211
212
213
214
215
216

217
219

220

221

222

223
224
225
226
227
228
229

230



Bill No. SL\%Q Page 8 v\o\q}
him to the physician in charge of the hospital or appropriate
department upon his agreement to pay the cost thereof and upon a
showing of his ability to pay for the services of the hospital.

(f) Within any period of commitment pursuant to subsections
(a) or (b) of this section, the medical officer may petition for
an additional ninety day period of commitment as hereinbefore
provided.

(g) Upon motion of a person accused of an offense or
violation, except a felony involving physical imjury to another
or attempt to inflict physical injury on another, and upon a
showing that the person is an alcoholic and a finding that there
are treatment facilities available, the court may enter an order
committing such accused person to the custody of the commission
on adult probation for treatment by the commissioner and
suspending prosecution for the offense for a period not to exceed
the maximum sentence for the offense or violation or three
months, whichever is less. If the accused person has
substantially complied with the requirements of the commission on
adult probation and the commissioner, the court may dismiss the
charges against him; otherwise the accused person may be brought
to trial for the offense or violation. If the person thereafter
is convicted of the offense or violation and sentenced to a
correctional institution, he shall be credited with the amount of
time spent in an inpatient facility and he shall also be credited
for such time against any tine at the rate of three dollars per
‘day of time spent in an inpatient facility.

Sec. 1. (a) The commissioner in his discretion may assign
any person committed to his custody to any medical or residential
facility for the care of alcoholics operated by him or by any
private or public agency, for such treatment program as he deeas

appropriate.

(b) A respondent committed to the commissioner - may be
released by the medical officer of an inpatient facility to which
he has been admitted to the medical officer of an outpatient

clinic or to the director of a residential facility subject to
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compliance by the responient with conditions of medical
treatment. If the respondent tails to comply with the program of
treatment during the remaining period of comnitment, such reliecase
may be rescinded.

(c) buring any period oi comaitment authorized pursuant to
tais act, the respondent may be releesed if the medical officer
determines that he is no ionger in need of medical treatment or
that he is not al alccholic or that ne is not a f£it subject for
the treatment availéble. I1f the commitment is pursuant to
section 6 (f) of this act, the medical officer shall notify the
court and the prosecutor not less than forty-eight hours prior to
any such release.

(d) The medical officer may, under such restrictions or
agreements as he deems advisable, permit a patient temporarily to
leave such facility, in the charge of his guardian, relatives or
friends, or by himself.

(e) Any commitment may be terminated by the circuit court
having dinitial jurisdiction upon petition of the respondent
alleging under oath that the grounds for congitnent no longer
exist. Such petition shall be set for hearing within seven days
of its receipt by the clerk of the court and notice of the
hearing shall be given to both respondent and the commissioner.
The court may appoint ome or more physicians to examine the
respondent. If, after hearing, the court determines that grounds
for continued commitment do not exist, it shall order the release
of the respondent. In any proceeding pursuant to this
subsection, the provisions of subsection (a) of section 5 of this
act shall be applicable, and the attorney general may represent
the commissioner.

Sec. 8. (a) No statements taken from a person by personnel
of any medical facility in the course of his diagnosis or
treatment may be used as evidence against him in any criminal
proceeding; nor may a patient be viewed by police or uitnésses or
placed in a line-ups, without his written coansent or without the

presence of his counsel. A patient may be arrested while
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hospitalized, but he shall not be removed from a medical facility
while he is incapacitated or his health is in immediate danger
except that he may be transferred to another medical facility
with more suitable security arrangements.

(b) In cases where no criminal charge is lodged against an
intoxicated person taken to a medical facility pursudnt to this
act, no entry shall be made on such person's arrest record or any
other criminal record. However, nothing herein shall preclude a
police officer from recording the fact that he has rendered
assistance and tramsported an intoxicated person to a medical
facility, the name of that person, the time and place of pickup,
the facility and whether such person was left at the facility or
taken elsewhere by the officer. Such records and information
shall be confidential and shall not be availéhle except to
corroborate the testimony of the police officer or person in any
proceeding in which evidence of the actions of either is
relevent, or without identification of the individual involved,
for statistical purposes within the police department.

(c) Neither mail nor other communications to or from a
patient may be read or censored; however, reasonable rules
regarding visitation hours and the use of telephone and telegraph
facilities may be adopted.

Sec. 9. (a) A medical facility shall keep records of all
persons admitted pursuwant to this act. All records relating to
an intoxicated person or alcoholic shall remain confidential and
may be disclosed without his consent‘ only to medical or
rehabilitation personnel working directly with him pursuant to
this act. With his consent in writing, such records may be
disclosed to his attormey, to his personal physician, to court
personnel for presentence reports, or to other medical personnel
for purposes of diagnosis, treatment or court testimony.

(b) Medical facilities shall report to the <chief oi the
division on a quarterly basis the name and age of all persons
admitted to such facilities, and the dates of their admission or

release. All such reports shall be held confidential by the
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division and may not be released to any person, agency or
organization whatsoever except as otherwise provided herein or
éxcept in the form of statistics which do not include
identification of the individual in any manner whatsoever.

(c) Except aé specifically provided herein, the commissioner
or division la}¥ not require any medical facility to furnish
information or data except for statistical purposes only and such
required information or date shall not include identification of
the individual patient in any manner whatsoever.

(d) Nothing herein shall be construed to preclude a medical
facility from advising the next of kin of a patient of his
admiséion and condition except whem requested not to do so by the
patient, or to preclude such a facility froa indicating to a
police officer showing reasonable cause for seeking such
information, that a person is a patient, the time and date of his
admission and the facility where hospitalized.

Sec. 10. (a) No medical officer or staff member of medical
facility who submits any report -or files any petition required or
authorized by this act shall be held to have violated any
otherwise confidential relationship.

(b) Any person who willfully and knowingly causes or
attempts to cause any person not am alcoholic to be committed to
the commissioner of mental health pursuant to section é of this
act, or any person who knowingly makes a false statement of fact
or belief in any petition or report cequired by this act, or any
person who willfully and knowingly reports falsely to any court,
judge, prosecutor or law-enforcement officer that any person is
an alcoholic, may be imprisoned for not more than one year or
fined not more than one thousand dollars, or both.

Sec. 11. (a) Any person found intoxicated in a public place
shall be fined not more than tﬁenty dollars or imprisoned not
more thar thirty days.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this

section, it shall be an affirmative defense that a person is an
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alconolic as defined in section 1 of this act, and such a person
shall not be criminally responsible under this section.

(c) Ihe court in its discretiom may commit to the custody
and control of the commissioner of mental health upon his
certification that appropriate treatment facilities are
available, or to a «civil facility for the care of alcoholics
which indicates its willingness to accépt such commitment for not
less than thirty days nor more than three months, or until
discharged within that period by the commissioner of mental
health or the facility:

(i) any person who requests such commitment, if the court
£inds that there is a reasonable ground to believe such a person
is an alcoholic. If such request is granted before conviction,
the criminal proceeding shall be terminated.

(ii) Any person found not guilty by reason ot being an
alcoholic.

(1ii) any person found guilty who has been convicted
previously under this section at least twice in the last
preceding six months or four times in the last preceding year in
lieu of sentence to a penal institution or a fine or both.

(d) The defendant shall be advised of his rights under
subsections (b) and (c) of this section by the court before being
put to pleas.

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this
section, in lieu of arrest, a police officer in his discretion
may escort an intoxicated person to a civil facility for the care
of alcoholics.

Sec. 12. Section 30-86 of the general statutes is repealed
and the following is substituted in lieu thereof: Any permittee
who, by himself, his servant or agent sells or delivers alcoholic
liguor to any minor, or to any intoxicated person [or to any
habitual drunkard, knowing him to be such habitual drunkhrd] OR
TO ANY ALCOHOLIC AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1 OF THIS ACT, or to any
person after having received notice from the selectmen, as

provided in section 30-83 or 30-84, not to sell or give such
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liquor to such person, or any person, except the parent or
guardian of a minor, who delivers or gives any such [ liquors]
LIQUOR to such minor, except on the order of a practicing
physician, shall be subject to the penalties of section 30-113.

Sec. 13. Section 18-65 of the 1969 supplement to the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in
lieu thereof: Women over sixteen years of age belonging to any
of the following classes who have been committed by any court of
criminal jurisdiction to the commissioner of correction shall be
confined in the Connecticut Correctional Institution, Niantic:
First, persons convicted of, or uﬁo plead guilty to, the
commission of felonies; second, person comnvicted of, or who plead
guilty to, the commission of misdemeanors, including
prostitution, [intoxication,] illicit tr#ffic or possession of
controlled drugs, as defined in sectiom [ 19-443, ] 1_OF THISIACT,
and disorderly conduct; third, unmarried girls between the ages
of sixteen and twenty-one years who are in manitest -danger of
falling into habits of vice or who are leading vicious lives, and
who are convicted thereof in accordance with the ‘provisions of
section 17-379; fourth, women sentence to community:correctional
centers. Only such offenders may be committed to said
institution as in the opinion of the +trial court will be
benefited physically, mentally or morally by such commitment;
and, immediately upon commitment, a carefuly physical :and mental
examination, by a competent physician, shall be made of each
person committed. The court imposing a sentence on offenders of
any class shall not fix the term of such commitment. Commitment
to said instiiution shall be made within one week after sentence
is imposed. The trial court shall cause a record:of the case to
be sent with the commitment papers on blanks furnished by the
institution. The duration of such confinement shall not exceed
three years, excépt when the maximum teram specified by law for
fhe crime for which the offender was sentenced exceeds that
period, in which event such maximum term sha;} be the limit of

detention under the provisions of this chapter, and in such
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cases, the trial court shall specify the maximum term for which
the offender may be held under such commitment. The time of such
served sentence shall be computed by the number of days the
inmate remains confined within the institution or is on
‘unviolated parole or authorized furlough. Any person so
committed and released on parole shall be subject to section 54-
128 on violation of parole.

Sec. 14..  Subsection (f) of section 17-155 of the general
statutes 1is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof: The commissioner of finance and control, in
consultation with the commissioner of mental health, shall
establish policies and procedures for determining ability to pay
and enforcing collection of the determined amounts, for treatment
and services furnished each patient by the division of alcoholism
OR PROVIDED BY AN'Y OTHER MEDICAL FACILITY PURSUANT TO THIS ACT.
Bach patient and the hnsha;d or wife of each patient shall be
liable in accordance with the determination of his ability to pay
made under such established policies.

Sec.  15., Section 17-176 of the general statutes is repealed
and the following is substituted in lieu thereof: In this
chapter the words and expressions following having the several
meanings assigned to them, unless there is something in the
sﬁhject or context repugnant to such construction: "ALCOHOLIC" IS
AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1 OF THIS ACT; "Drug—dependent person" is
as defined in section 19-443; "hospital for mental illness" means
any public or private hospital, retreat, institution, house or
place in which any mentally ill or drug-dependent person is
received or detained as a patient for compensation, but shall not
include any alms house or any correctional institution of this
state; "mentally ill person" includes each person afflicted by
mental disease to such extent that he requires care and treatment
for his own welfare or the welfare oi others or of the community,
and specifically excludes a person whose sole psychiatric
disorder is drug dependence OR A PERSON WHO IS AN ALCOHOLIC:

"patient" means any person detained and taken care of as a
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mentally ill person; "keeper of a hospital for _mental illness"
means any person, body of persons or corporation which has the
immediate superintendence, management and control of a hospital
for mental illness and the patients therein; "support" includes
all necessary food, clothing and medicine and all general
expenses of laintaining state institutions for the mentally ill
or drug dependent OR ALCOHOLIC: ®indigent person" means any
person having an estate insufficient, in the judgment of the
court of probate, to provide for his support in a private
institution or hospital for mental illness during the probable
period of his detention there amd for the support of those
necesSarily dependent wupon him during such period, any person
having no estate for whose support there are persons legally
liable, are willing to contriﬁute to his support.

Sec. 16. Section 17-183 of the general statutes is repealed
and the following is substituted ip lieu thereof: Any person who
has suddenly become in need of care and treatment in a hospital
for mental illness for a psychiatric disorder other: than drug
dependence OR. ALCOHOLISM or for drug dependence when his
condition is acute and creates pronounced danger to himself or to
the community may be confined in such a hospital, either public
or private, under an emergency certificate as hereinafter
provided, for not more than thirty days without order of any
court, [provided] if a written complaint for commitment of [such]
A MENTALLY ILL person has been filed in a probate court prior to
the expiration of such thirty days, such confinement shall be
continued under the emergency certificate for an additional
thirty days, without further order, not more than sixty days in
all, until the completion of the probate court proceedings, and
'provided the superintendent of such hospital shall immediately
discharge any patient found not to be mentally ill or acutely
drug dependent, or any person recovered from mental illness or
acute drug dependence. At the time of delivery of such person to
such hospital, there shall be left, with the person in charge

thereof, a certificate, signed by a physician licensed to
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practice medicine or surgery in Connecticut and dated not more
than three days prior to its delivery to the person in charge of
the hospital. Such certificate shall state the date of personal
examination of the person to be confined, which shall be not more
than three days prior to the date of signature of the
certificate, shall state the findings of the physician relative
to the physical and mental condition' of the person and the
history of the case, if known, and shall state that it is the
opinion of the physician that the person examined by 1nim is in
need of immediate care in a hospital for mental illmness. Prior
to hospitalization under the provisions of this section any
person shall have the right to be examined by a physician of his
own choosing, and if such physician concludes from his
examination that such person is not mentally ill or acutely drug
dependent, such person shall not be admitted to or detained in a
hospital for mental illness under the provi;ions of this section.
If a mentally ill person has been admitted to any state hospital
for mental illness, the person in charge thereof shall cause
proceedings to be instituted for the commitment of such person in
the court of probate having jurisdiction in the town where such
hospital is located. Any irregularity in the temporary
confinement of such person shall be deemed cured by the
adjudication of the court of probate ordering his commitment, and
no such commitment shall be deemed invalid by reason of such
irregularity. Exéept for voluntary admissions, if any person has
been admitted to a private hospital for mental illmess, the
person in charge thereof shall, immediately upon delivery of such
mentally ill person to such hospital, notify the commissioner of
mental health, in writing. Said commissioner shall also be
notified of the discharge of such patient before or at the

termination of thirty days or of the pending or completed

.
.

commitment of such person to such hospital by a court of probate.
Except as provided above or when otherwise provided by statute,
no person shall be committed or admitted to or detained in a

hospital for mental illness without an order of a court of

478

480
481
482

483

484
485
487

488
489
490
491

492
493
494
495
496
497

498

499
500
501
502
503
504

505
506
507
508



Bill No. 5}‘\%9 Page 17 u)\')\%
probate provided any person in need of care and treatment in a
mental hospital naylbe received and detained therein for: not more
than thirty days as provided in this section.

Sec. 17. Section 17-190 of the general statutes is repealed
and the following is substituted in lieu thereof: All persons
detained as mentally ill or as drug dependent OR AS AN ALCOHOLIC
shall at all times be furnished with materials for ‘communicating
under seal with any suitable person outside the hospital for
mental illness, and such communications shall be stamped and
mailed daily. If the patient desires it, all rational
communication shall be written at his éictation and mailed to amy
relative or person named by the patient. '

J Sec.‘i8. Section 30—89 of thé 1969 supplement to the
general statutes is repealed and the foliouing is substituted in
lieu thereof: Any person to whom the sale of alcokolic liguor is
by law forbiddem, EXCEPT AN ALCOHOLIC AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1. OF
THIS ACT, vwho purchases or .attempts to purchase such liquor or
who makes any false statement for the purpose of procuring suci
ligquor, and any minor wvho enters a tavern, shall be fined not
more than one hundred dollars. '

Sec. .19. Section 53a-184 of the 1969 supplement to the
general statutes, subsection (b) of section 17-155c and section
17-155g, 17-155h and 17-155i of the ' general statutes are
repealed.

Sec. 20. This act shall take effect from its passage except
that sections 3 and 4 shall take effect on October 1, 1973.

Sec. 21. The sum of : dollars is

appropriated for the year ending June 30, 1972, for the purposes

of this act.
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To revise the laws relating to intoxication
and treatment of intoxicated persons so that (a) Alcoholism and
intoxication shall be treated primarily as social and nedicai
probleams rather . than as criminal matters; and (b) the
commissioner of mental health is given broad authority to create
the facilities, programs and services necessary or reasonable for
implementation of this act, and to call upon other agencies of
government, all private agencies amnd resources, and the community

at large for assistance and cooperation.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in = brackets 2and propos®d

additions are all capitalized, or underlined where appropriate.]
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