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Be it enqcted by .the Senate an~ House of ,,llepil.e s " -i tatiYeS in 17 

Gen eral Ass e mbly conv e n~d: .. 
' ' 

16 

Section 1. Th ~ f ollowing words and p~~ases, 's u ~ed ·in this 19 

act, shall have the following aeanings, unless ~ he context 20 

otherwise requires: 

(a) "Alcoholic" .. aeans any , _pe,rs~;~n who . periodically ,- .C?r 21 

continuously uses alcoholic beverages to th~ extent tna~ such use 22 

injuries his health or substantially interfere~ with his social 23 

or econoaic functioning, and ~o the extent that he has lost the 24 

power of . se·lf control_ with respect to the use of such beverages. 25 

(b) •cow111issi9ne r" aeans the coaaissioner of a ental health. 27 

(c) "Diagnosti c Facility" a e an s any aedical fa,c ility as 26 

defined in this section at which a licensed physician is in 29 

atten dance. 

(d) 11 DiYision" aeans the alcohol and drug dependence 30 

d iYis ion of the departaent of aen t nl health. 31 

(e} "Incapacitated" aeans a condition caused by use of 32 

alcohol in which tbe person is unconscious , or unable to sreak 33 

coherently, or unable to control body aoveaents in a coordinated 34 

~nd effective aanner. 

(f) "Intoxicated" aeans a condition in which a person has 35 

alcohol in his blood streaa in sufficient quantity to produce 36 

incapacitation. A blood alcohol l ev e l of 0.10~ per cent shall 37 

create a presuaption that the person is intoxicated. 36 
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(g) "lledical facility" aeans any facility under the 39 

supervision of a licensed physician in c l uding th e ofl.ice of a 40 

physician design a t ed by the coaaissioner for diagnosis or 41 

t r eataent oi intoxicated persons. Th e office of the pe r-sonal 42 

physician of an intoxicated person to whoa such a person is take n 43 

by a police officer upon the reguest of s uch pe rson shall be 44 

dee med a aedical facility for purposes or t his act although the 

physici an aay not be so designated by the coaaissioner. 45 

(h) "lledical office r " aeans the licensed physician in 46 

at tendance at a medical facility. 47 

(i) "Police officer" includes such persons - as sar be 46 

lawf ully designated by state or llunicipal authority to take i nto 49 

custody and transport intoJ:icated c'e rsons pursuant to th e 50 

provisions of this act. 

sec. 2 . (a) c oamissi c:-1-~ ... shall 51 

coaprehensive prograa for treataent and rehabilitation of 52 

alcoholics and intoJ:icated persons. He shall establish and 53 

aaintain facilities providing such services to intoxicated 54 

persons or alcoholics as he deeas appropriate including but not 55 

liaited to detoiification centers, inpatient: tr e ataent 

facilities, outpatient clinics and residences and shall train 56 

personnel to staff such facilities. He aay also contract with 58 

any private qr public agency, organization, facility or 59 

indiYidual to provide such services, wt.i.c · wa y includ e m e dic ; ~ bO 

treataent, psychiatric treatment, rehabilitation, eaployae nt and 61 

social a ssistance. 

(b) The coaaissioner shall disseainate inforaation an d 62 

conduct e duca .i.ona l pro.:; r:a as on the pro b le~~:s a ttend a nt to t Le U'-" 63 

of alcohol. The state board ot: educatio r, and the c oaaission :tor 64 

higher education in consulta t ion ~ itn the cu mai s sio ne r shall 65 

develop educational proc;ra as for e lelle nta i:y and s e condary scho o..L:o. 66 

a uJ i <"o r u -, e trainin g o f t e ach ers ar: d g uid a nc e I '~U-'c nr. :' L 67 

(c ) ·rne coa• .1.ssioner s ha ll coq,.., r it e with tu t co ru _ .. . _.s iuu Er 66 

of c orr e c tion in e s la 0lishing t r e b tm Hnt a nd rehaL.1. J i t atior. 69 

prograa s for alcob c, lic s sentence d to correctiona l ins t it u t ions. 70 
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(d) All state and aunicipal agencies prov~ding s e rvices to 71 

int o.i: icated persons , alcoholic s or th ei r· f alii l i.e., may consult 72 

with and shall coope rate with the coaaissioner or . the division. 73 

To fa ci l ~t at e s2ch cooperation and consultation, th ~ co mm i ssion e r 74 

or hi s representative shall be chairaan of a coordinating 75 

coaaittee which ·~!).all aeet at least quarte~:ly. TJ;s comaittee 77 

s hall consis t of a representative of the c ommi s s ioners of 

correction, health, state police and welfare, the coa~issions . on 78 

adult probation and for higher educa tion, the sta te board of 79 

education and the chief judge of the circui t cou~:t. The 

c oaaissioner aay also appoint to the coaaitLee othe r individuals 

a nd ~: e pres entativ ~s of other state , aunicipa l a nd 

a gencie s. 

private . 

81 

82 

(e) The coaais sioner aay designate any private or public 83 

fa .1lit y DE phy ~~ cian a s a aedical fa c1 l 1ty - or the purpose of 64 

this a c t, including a facility operated by the coaaissioner of 85 

correction. 

(f) The coaaissioner aay contract with any private or public 86 

agency, organization, facility or individual to iapl~aent the 87 

powers set forth herein. 

(g) The coaaissioner aay assign sta t e p e ~:sonnel to work with 88 

public or private agencies, organizations , facilities or 89 

individuals to en s ure the operation of the programs set forth 90 

Sec. 3. (a) Any police officer finain g a ~erson who appears 91 

" t o be both intoxicated and inca pacrta t en ~ ha l l t ak e hia t o a 92 

diagnostic facility. Upon tiaely r e quest ot th e pe rson, the 93 

~ ol ice off i cer in h ~ s discre t ion uaj t ~ .~ ~ ucn l · ~ 1 s n to his 94 

physici.an. 

pt.! r s on 95 

re qui r es tre ataent bas e d upon a me d1 ca l e Aami na Lion of s uch 96 

perso L a nd up on hi s fi nding a s a r e s ul t ot . uc h eAa mina tion that 97 

~;u cL intoxicaLed a nu LD a a ai t ion LL a L he i s 98 

i nca pacitat ed, or t hat he ta c es im~edi d ~ e dange r t v n i s health, 99 

or that th ere i s pr obabl e cause to b e l i e v ~ t ~~ t rt ~ pbLso n i s a n 10 0 
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alcohOlic. The aedical officer ·way take a nLood saaple, 101 

adainister a breath test, take a urine sa11ple or conduct any 1"02 

other test to deter liine th.e amo u,J t of aLconol in the bloodstream 103 

of the person. 

(c ) If the liedical officer deteraines ~n ~t the person 104 

re~uires inpatient treatment, the aedical ofrrcer way transfer, 105 

refer to or detain such person at an appropn.at e medical facfl:lty 106 

uritil he i .s uo long e r intoxicated, no Longer incapacitated or ·no 107 

longer t aces immediate danger to his health. Any pe rson admitted 109 

as a patient shall be released within eighteen bours or be 110 

presented to the session of the circuit court next following ·his 

admissio~ as provided in section 4 of this act unless ne waives )11 
} 

presentaent and consents to further medical evaluation or 

treataent. 

(d) "If the identity and location of the next of kin or 113 

guardian of a person so adaitted is ascertainable, the aedical 114 

facility shall notify his next of kin or guardian of the personis " 115 

adaission, unless r ·equested not to do so by the person. 116 

(e) Waiver "of presentaent and consent to voluntary treataent 117 

shall be in wiritng signed by the patient and witnessed by two 118 

persons who shall attest that capable of understanding any such 119 

explanation and waiving such rights. Any "such waive r and consent 121 

is effective until revoked, either orally or in writing, by the 122 

patient. Dpon such revocation, the patient must be released or 

presented as in subsection (c) hereof. The patien t snall be 

123 

125 

given a copy of the waiver and consent which suall · contain an 126 

explanation of the waiver and consent, his right 'to revoke it and 127 

his rights upon such revocation. 

(f) A police officer aay take a person cnarged with a 128 

violation or offense, except a felony involving physical injury 129 

to another or attempt to inflict physical injury on a n other, vho 130 

appears to be intoxicated to a diagnost:Lc facilitt either 131 

directly or after booking at the police station. Booking of the 132 

accused aay be effected by the police officer in the absence of 133 

the accused person. A copy of the citation indicating the charge 134 
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against the accused shall be left vit n the ~ erson or with the 135 

medical officer to be giYen to such accused pers r ~. A aedical 137 

fa c i~ity ad~itting an accused pcr s u~ ~ ~~ 11 ma Ke reasonable 

provisions for his detention. ~hen dee med appropr~ate a police 139 

orficer aay be station ed in toA me 1• r 1l fac i li ty. Any a ccused 141 

person adaitted to a medical Iaci~ity pursuant to this section 

shall be present ed to th ~ s ession or tne circuit court next 142 

following his adaiss ion, unless he vaiY ~s imm ediate presentaent 143 

and consents to treataent as provided in s ubsection (e) of this 144 

section. Upon reYocation of the waiTer aud consent, or when the 

medical officer deteraines that iD accused person is no longer 

intoxicated, incapacitated or in iaaediate aedical danger, 

146 

147 

which e ver occurs earlier, he shall be released to th e appropriate 148 

polic e authority. 

Sec. 4. (a) Prior to a presentaent required by sabsectioa 1'' 

(c) of section 3 of this act a aedical officer of the aedical 150 

facility concerned shall file a yerified petition for . teapor•rJ 151 

coaaitaent of the patient to the co10issioner. _· snell petitioa 153 

shall allege that the person, to be denoainat•d as respoadeat, 

vas found intoxicated at a stated place and tiae; that his lS4 

condition then warranted adaission to the aedical facility as a 155 

patient in that he vas intoxicated and in addition tlaat he vas 156 

incapaci.tated face d iaaediate danger to his health as a result of 157 

said intoxication, or that there vas probable cause at the tiae 158 

of h i ~ a d ~ission to bel i~ve t b ~t s uch pe rson vas an alcoholic; 159 

that his present condition warrants further detention, since he 160 

aains intoxicat ed, or that his health is in danger as a result of 

his prior or present intoxication, or that there is probable 1'1 

cause to belieye that he is an alcoholic. · The petition shall 163 

recite sufficient obserYations or aatters of the history "ot tile 164 

respondent to support the foregoing allegations and shall request 

that the respondent be coaaitted by the court to the custody of 165 

the coaaissioner for a period not exceeding -seYen days froa the · 166 

date of his adaission to the aedical f ac i ! ity for further 167 

diagnosis and treataent. 
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(b) Petitions pursuant to this section shall be directed to 168 

the circuit court for the circuit in which the aedical facility 169 

is located. 

(c) ' The respondent shall rece~ve a copy of the petition at 170 

least two hours prior to presentaent in court. No person 172 

awaiting pre sentaent pursuant to this section shall be kept in a 

lockup, or ia the saae detention rooa as persons subject to 173 

criainal charges, and no such person shall be presented as a part 174 

of the court•s · conduct of criainal aatters. 175 

(d) If a petition is granted, the court shall coaait the 176 

respondent to the custody of the coaaissioner for a period not to 177 

exceed seven days froa the date of his ad mi s s ion to the aedical 178 

facility for further diagnosis and treataent. 

Sec. 5. (a) Petitions for coaaitaent pursuant to this act 

179 

180 

or for reYiew of such coaaitaent shall not reg uir t the payaent o f 181 
..:~ 

an entry fee to the court, and neither petitioner nor respondent 182 

shall be liable for costs. 

(~) •t the hearing the court shall inquire into the facts of 184 

the petition. The respondent aay be heard in opposition thereto, 185 

and aay cross exaaine witnesses and present testiaony in his 186 

behalf. The custoaary rules of evidence shall be observed. If 188 

the respoadent cannot afford counsel in any proceedings 

instituted pursuant to this act, the court shall appoint counsel 189 

to represent him, or it aay contr act vitn ' a ny existing legal 190 

services prograa .to provide such counsel. 

(c) The court shall· enter an order either granting or 191 

denying the petition. 1 petition shall be granted only if the 192 

court finds beyond a reasonable doubt that the allegations of the 193 

petition are true and that there are treataent facilities 194 

available. 

Sec. 6. (a) If a aedical officer bas reason to believe that 195 

a person is an alcoholic and r e gu i r 6s medical trea tm ent and if 196 

such person does not consent to such treataent, · th e aedical 197 

officer aay submit a verif ied petition to the circuit c ourt for 198 

coaaitaent of the person to the coaaissione r tor treataent. Such 200 
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petition shall allege that the respondent is an alcoholic and 200 

requires treataent and shall set forth sufficient clinical 201 

observations . or aatters or respondent's aedical history to 202 

support the foregoing allegations. The petition shall include a 203 

r ecoaaendation as to treataent and the facilities available for 

such treataent. •' ' 

204 -

(b) Any person vho has reason to believe that his relative 205 

is an alcoholic aaj file a verified ' petition i ·n the circuit court 206 

requesting that such relative be co .. itted for . treataent. such 208 

petition shall set forth the facts and inforaation upon vhich the 

petitioner bases his conclusions, the naaes and addresses of all 209 

physicians and of any witnesses believed to have knowledge of the 210 

aaterial facts . 

(c) Petitions for coaaitaent pursuant to this section shall 211 

be directed t o the circuit court for the circuit in which the 212 

respondent resides or in which he is found if he has no 213 

established residence. Dpon receipt of a petition f or 214 

coaaitaent, the clerk of the ciEcuit court shall cause a copy 215 

thereof to be personally served upon the respondent with a notice 216 

of the date set for hearing to be given to respondent; his 

counsel if any, and his next of kin or guardian if ascertainable, 217 

not less than three days prior thereto. The court aay order 219 

' e xaaination of the respondent by one or aore physicians. In any 220 

contested proceeding in which respondent has r e quested or 

· obtained counsel, the attorney general of the state aay represent 221 

a aedical officer or t he court aay appoint counse l to represent 222 

the petitioner. 

(d) The provisions of section 5 of th i s act shall b e 223 

applicable to any petition under this section. 224 

(e) If the petition is granted, the 'c ourt aay coaait the 225 

respondent to the ' custody of the coaaissioner tor a period not to 226 

exceed ninety days. In lieu of coaaitaent t o the coaaissioner, 227 

a respondent aay request that he be committed to private or 228 

p ublic hos pital certified by the co 11111ission e r as having 229 

facilities for the treataent of alcoholics. The court aay coaait 230 
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hia to the physician in charge of the hos2ital or appropriate 231 

departae nt upon his agreeaent to pay the c ost thereof and upon a 232 

s howin g ot his ability to pay for th e s ervices o f the hospital. 

(f) Within any period of coaaitaent pursua nt to subsections 233 

(a ) or ( b ) of this s e c tion, the aedical off i c e r aay petition for 2 Jq 

an additional ninety day period of coaaitaen t as hereinbefore 235 

provided. 

(g) Upon aotion of a person accused of an offense or 236 

violati on, except a f e lony involving physical injury to anot h e r 237 

or att eapt to inflict physical injury on another, an d upon a 238 

shoving th a t the person is an alcoholic and a finding that there 239 

are trea tment fa.cilities available, the court say enter an order 240 

coaai tting su c h accused person to the custody of the coaaission · 241 

on adult . probation for treataent by th e coamis sioner and 

suspending· prosecution for the offense for a period not to exceed 242 

the aaxiaua sentence for the offense or violation or three 243 

aonths, whiche1'er is less. If the accused person has 245 

subs tantially coaplied with the requireaents of the comaission on 246 

adult probation and the coaaissioner, the court aay disaiss the 247 

charges against hia~ otherwise the accused p e rson aay be brought 248 

to trial for the offense or 1'iolation. If the person thereafter 249 

is convicted of the offense or violation and sentenced to ·a 250 

correctional institution, he shall be credited with the aaount of 251 

tiae spent in an inpatient facility and. he shall also be credited 

for such tiae against any r i ne at the rate of t hr e e dollars per 252 

day of tiae spent in an inpatieat facility. 253 

Se c. 7 . (a) The coaaissioner in his dis cretion aay assign 254 

any person coaaitted to his custody to any aedical or residential 255 

facility for the care of alcoholics operated by hia or by a_ny i56 

pri1'ate or public agency, for such treataent prograa as he deeas 257 

appropriate. 

(b) 1 respondent coaaitted to the coaaissioner · aay be 258 

released by the aedical officer of an inpatient facility to which 259 

he has been adaitted to the aedical officer of an outpatient 260 

clinic or to the director of a residen_tial . facility subject to 261 
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colllplia nce by the r espon l e nt wi~h conditions of medical 262 

treataent. If the respond ent t a ils to comply with the program of 263 

treatm e nt d uring the re ma i ning p~ ri od of commitme nt, s u c h release 264 

may be res cinded. 

(c ) Dur ing any pe r iod or c ommitm e nL authoriz e d pu r s ua n t t o 265 

toi s uc t , the re s po ndent may be re~ ease d if the lliBulcal of f icer 266 

det e rmin es tha t n e i s no l unger in need of medical treatment or 267 

that h e i s no t al a l coholi c or t hat ne is not a fit subject fo r 268 

th e treatment available. If the commitment is purs uant to 269 

s e ction 6 ( f ) of this act, the medical officer shall notify the 270 

court and the prosecutor not l ess than forty-eight hours prior to 271 

any s uch release . 

(d) Th e me dica l offic e r may, under. such restri ctions or 272 

agr ee me nts a s he deem s ad visa b l e , permi t a pa t i ent t e mpor arily to 273 

l eave such facility, i n the charge of his guardian, relatives or 274 

friends, or by himself. 

(e) Any comaitme nt may be terainated by the circuit court 275 

having initial juris diction upon p e tition of the r espondent 276 

alleging under oath that the grounds for coamitaent no longer 277 

exist. s uch petition shall be set for hearing within seven days 278 

of its receipt by the clerk of t he court and notice of the 279 

hearing shall be given to bot h r espondent a nd the commis sioner. 280 

·The court may appoi n t o ne or more physicians t o e xamin e t h e 28 1 

respondent . If, a~ter hearin g, the court determines that grounds 282 

for continued commitme nt d o n o t exist , it s ha l l order the r e lease 283 

of the r esponde nt. I n a ny proceeding pursuant to this 284 

s ubsection, the provisions of subsection (a) of section 5 of this 285 

act shall be applicable, and the attorney general may represent 286 

the comais sioner. 

Sec. 8. (a) No statements taken from a person by personnel 287 

o t a ny medical faci l ity i n the course of hi s dia gnosi s or 288 

tr e atme nt may be ' used s evidence against hia in any criminal 289 

proceeding; nor aay a patient be viewed by police or witnesses or 290 

place d in a line -ups, wi t hout his writ te n consent or without the 291 

pre sence of his counsel. A patient may be arrested while 292 
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hospitalized, but he shall not be reaoved froa a aedical facility 293 

while he is incapacitated or his health is in iaaediate danger 294 

except tha't he aay be transferred to another aedical facility 295 

with aore suitable security arrangeaents. 

(b) In cases where no criainal charge . is lodged against an 296 

intoxicated person taken to a medical facility pursua~t to this 297 

act, no entry shall be aade. on such person's arrest record or any 298 

other criainal record. However, nothing herein shall preclude a 299 

police . officer froa recording the fact that he has rendered 300 

assistance and transported an intoxicated person to a aedical 301 

facility, the naae of that person, the tiae and place of pickup, 302 

the facility and whether such person vas left at the facility or 

taken elsewhere by the officer. Such records and inforaation 304 

shall be confidential and shall not be available except to 305 

corroborate the testiaony of the police officer or person in any 306 

proceeding in which evidence of the actions of either is 

relevent, or without identification of the individual involved, 307 

for statistical .purposes v~thin the police departaent. 308 

(q} leither aail nor other coaaunications to or froa a 309 

patient . aay be read or censored; however, reasonable rules 310 

regarding visitation hours and the use of telephone and telegraph 311 

facilities aay be adopted. 

Sec. 9. (a) A aedical facility shall keep records of all 312 

pe-rsons admitted pursuant to this act. All records relating to 314 

an intoxicated person or alcoholic shall reaain confidential and 315 

aay be disclosed without his consent only to aedical or 

rehabilitation personnel working directly vith hia pursuant to 316 

this act. With his consent in writing, such records may be 311 

disclosed to his attorney, to his personal physician, to court 318 

personnel for presentence reports, or to other medical personnel 319 

for purposes of diagnosis, treatment or court testimony. 

(b) ~edical facilities shall report to the chief of the 320 

division on a quarterly basis the naae and age of all persons 321 

adaitted to such facilities, and the dates of their admission or 322 

release. All such reports shall be held confidentia l by the 323 
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division and say not be released to any person, agency or 324 

organization whatsoever except as otherwise provided herein or 325 

except in the fora of statistics which do not include 

identification of the individual in any aanner . whatsoever. 

(c) Except as specifically provided herein, the coaaissioner 

or division aat• not require any aedical facility to furnish 

326 

327 ~ 

328 

inforaation or data except for statistical purposes only and such 329 

required inforaation or date shall not include identification of 330 

the individual patient in any aanner whatsoever. 331 

(d) Nothing herein shall be construed to preclude a aedical 332 

facility froa advising the next of kin of a patient of his 333 

admission and condition except when requested not to do so by the 334 

patient, or to preclude such a facility froa indicating to a 335 

police officer shoving reasonable cause for seeking such 

inforaation, that a person is a patient, the time and date of his 336 

admission and the facility where hospitalized. 337 

Sec. 10. (a) Ho aedical officer or staff meaber of aedical 338 

facility who subaits any report~r files any petition required or 339 

authorized by this act shall be held to have violated any 340 

otherwise confidential relationship. 341 

(b) Any person vho willfully and knowingly causes or 342 

attempts to cause any person not an alcoholic to be coaaitted to 343 

the coaaissioner of aental health pursuant to section 6 of this 344 

act, or any person vho knowingly aakes a false stateaent of fact 345 

or belief in any petition or report ~equired by this act, or any 346 

person who willfully and knowingly reports falsely to any court, 347 

judge, prosecutor or lav-enforceaent officer that any person is 

an alcoholic, may be iaprisoned for not more than one year or 348 

fined not aore than one thousand dollars, or both. 

Sec. 11. (a) Any person found intoxicated in a public place 

349 

350 

shall be fined not more thari twenty dollars or iaprisoned not 351 

more than thirty days. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this 352 

sectioa, it shall be an affiraative defe nse that a person is an 353 
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alcoholic as defined in section 1 of thi s act, and such a person 354 

s hall not be criminally responsinle under this section. 355 

(c) t he c ourt in it s di s c r eticn may commit t o the cus tod y 356 

and control of the commissioner of mental health upon his 35 7 

c ertification that appropriat e treatment facilities are 35 8 

available, or to a civil facility for the care of alcoholics 35 9 

which indicate s its willingne s s to acce pt such c ommitme nt f or not 360 

less th an thirty days nor more than three months , or until 

discharged within that period by the commissioner of ment al 361 

health or the facility: 

(i) any person who requests s uch commitm e nt, i f the court 36 2 

finds that there is a reasonable ground to believe s uch a person 36 3 

is an alcoholic. If s uch request is granted befo re convi c t ion, 364 

the criminal proceeding shall be terminated. 365 

(ii) Any person found not guilty by reason of being an 367 

alcoholic. 

(iii) any person found guilty who has been c onvicted 368 

previously under this section at least twic e in the last 36 9 

preceding six aonths or four tiaes in the last preceding year in 370 

lieu of sentence to a penal i nstitution or a fin e or bot h. 371 

(d) The defendant shall be advised of his rights under 372 

subse ctions (b) and (c ) of this section by t he c ourt befor e bei ng 373 

put to pleas. 

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a} of this 374 

section, in lieu of a r r e s t, a police o f ficer in his disc r e t ion 375 

may escort an intoxicated person to a civil facility for the care 376 

o f al coholics. 

Sec. 12. Section 30-86 of the general statutes is repealed 377 

and the following is substituted in lieu thereof: Any peraittee 378 

who, by himself, his servant or agent sells or delivers alcoholic 379 

liquor to a ny minor, or to a ny intoxicate d pe r son ~or to a ny 38 0 

habitual drunkard, knowing hia to be such habitual drunkard] OR 38 1 

TO ANY ALCOHOLIC AS DEFINED Ill SECTIOII 1 .OF THIS ACT, or to a ny 38 2 

·person after having received notice from the selectmen , as 

provided i n section 30-83 or 30-84, not to s ell or give su c h 383 



Bill No. S~'b.), Page 13 ~ ~ '6 
liquor to such person, or any person, except the parent or 384 

guardian of a minor, who delivers or gives any such [liquors] 385 

LIQUOR to such minor, except on the order of a ~racticing 386 

physician, shall be subject to the penalties of section 30-113. 

Sec. 13 . Section 18-65 of the 1969 suppleaent to the 387 

general statutes i s repealed and the following is subst~tuted in 388 

lieu thereof: Women over sixteen years of age belonging to any 389 

of the following classes who have been committed by a ny court of 390 

criainal jurisdiction to the commissioner of correction shall be 391 

confined in the Connecticut Correctional Institution, Hiantic: 392 

First, persons convicted of, or who plead guilty to, the 393 

coamission of felonies; second, person convicted of, or who plead 

guilty to, the coaaission of aisdeaeanors, including 394 

prostitution, (intoxication,] illicit traffic or possession of 395 

controlled drugs, as defined in section [ 19-443, ]_l_OF THIS ACT, 396 

and disorderly conduct; third, unaarried girls between the ages 397 

of sixteen and twenty-one years who are in aanifest ·danger of 398 

falling into habits of vice or who are leading vicious lives, and 399 

who are convicted thereof in accordance with the p.~,;.ovisions of 

section 17-379; fourth, voaen sentence to coaaunity ~ correctional 400 

centers. Only such offenders aay be coaaitted to . said 401 

institution as in the opinion of the trial court will be 402 

benefited physically, mentall y or aorally by such commitment; 403 

and, immediately upon commitment, a carefuly physical :and aental 

exaaination, by a coapetent physician, shall be made of each 404 

person committed. The court iaposing a sentence on offenders of 405 

any class s hall not f ix the t erm of such commitaent. Comaitaent 407 

to said institution shall be made within one week after sentence 

is iaposed. The trial court shall cause a record ,of the case to 409 

be sent with the coaaitaent, papers on blanks ~urnished by the 410 

institution. The duration of such confinement shall not exceed 411 

three years, except when the aaxiaum tera specified by law for 412 

the criae for which the offender vas sentenced exceeds that 413 

period, in which event such aaximum term shall be the limit of 414 

detention under the provisions of this chapter, and in such 
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cases, the trial court shall specify the aaxiaua tera .for which 415 

the offender aay be held under such co .. itaent. The tiae of such 417 

served sentence shall be computed by the number of days the 

inmate remains confined within the insti t ution or is on 

. unviolated parole or authorized furlough. Any person so 

418 

420 

coaaitted and released on parole shall be subject to section 54- 421 

128 on violation of parole. 

Sec • . 14 •. · Subsection (f) of section 17-155 of the general 422 

statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 423 

thereof: The co .. issioner of finance and control, in 424 

consultation with the commissioner of mental health, shall 425 

establish policies and procedures for determining ability to pay 426 

and enforcing collection of the deterained amounts, for treatment 

and services furnished each patient by the division of alcoholism 427 

OB PROVIDED BI AllY OTHER ftEDICAL FACILI TY PURSUANT TO THI S ACT. 428 

Bach patient and the husband or wife of each patient shall be 429 

liable in accordance with the deteraination of his ability to pay 430 

aade under such established policies. 431 . 

Sec • . 15. , Section 17-176 of the general statutes is repealed 432 

and the. :. following . is substituted in lieu thereof: In this 433 

chapt·er the words and eipressions following having the several 434 

aeanings assigned to thea, unless there is soaething in the 435 

subject or conteit repugnant to such construction: "ALCOHOLIC" IS 436 

AS DBFIHED IN SECTION 1 OP THIS ACT; "Drug-dependen t person" is 437 

as defined in section 19-443; "hospital for mental illness" aeans 

any public or private hospital, retreat, institution, house or 438 

place in which any •entally ill .or drug-dependent person is 439 

received or detained as a patient for compensation, but shall not 440 

include any alas house or any correctional institution of this 441 

state; "•en tally ill person" includes each pers on afflicted by 442 

mental disease to such extent that he reguires care and treatment 443 

for his own welfare or the welfare ox others or of the community, 444 

a nd specifically excludes a person whose sole psychiatric 

disorder is drug dependence OR A PERSON WHO IS AN ALCOHOLIC: 445 

"patient" means any person detain e d and taken ca re of as a 446 
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aentally ill person; "keeper of a hospital for . aental illness• 447 

means any person, body of persons or corporation wnich has the 448 

iaaediate superintendence, manageaent and control of a hospital 449 

for mental illness and the patients therein; "support" includes 450 

all necessary fnod, clothing and medicine and all general 

expenses of aaintaining state institutions for the me ntally ill 451 

or drug dependent OR ALCOHOLIC: •indigent person" means any 452 

person having an estate insufficient, in the judgment of the 453 

court of probate, to provide for his support in a private 454 

ins titution or hospital for aental illness during the probable 455 

period of his detention there and for the support of those 

necessarily dependent upon hia during such period, any person 456 

having no estate for whose support there are persons legally 457 

liable, are willing to contribute to his support. 458 

Sec. 16. Section 17-183 of the general statutes is repealed 459 

and the following is substituted in lieu thereof: Any person who 460 

has suddenly becoae in need of care an d treataent in a hospital 461 

for aental illness for a psychiLtric disorder other ~ than drug 462 

dependence OR . ALCOHOLIS! or for drug dependence when his 463 

condition is acute and creates pronounced danger to himself or to 464 

the comaunity aay be confined in such a hospital, either public 465 

or private, under an emergency certificate as hereinafter 

provided, for not more than thirty days without order of any 466 

court, (provided) if a written coaplaint for comaitment of (such) 467 

A !ENTALLY ILL pe rson has been filed in a probate court prior to 468 

the expiration of such thirty days, such confineme nt shall be 469 

continued under the emergency certificate for an additional 470 

thirty days, without further order, not aore than sixty days in 

all, until the coapletion of the probate court proceedings, and 471 

provided the s uperintendent of such hospital shall imaediately 472 

dis charge any patient found not to be mentally ill or acutely 473 

drug dependent, or any person recovered from mental illness or 474 

acu te drug dependence. At the time of delivery of s uch person to 475 

s uch hos pital, there shall be left, with the person in charge 476 

thereof, a certificate, signed by a physician lice nsed to 477 
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practice aedicine or surgery in Connecticut and dated not more 478 

than three days prior to its delivery to the person in charge of 

the hospital. Such certificate shall state the date of personal 480 

examination of the person to be confined, which shall be not more 481 

than three days prior to the date of signature of the 482 

certificate, shall state the findings of th e physician r e lative 483 

to the physical and mental condition · of the person a nd the 

history of the case, if known, and shall state that i t is the 484 

opinion of the physician that the person examined by nim is in 485 

need of iaaediate care in a hospital for mental illness . Prior 487 

to hospitalization under the provisions of this section any 

person shall have the right to be exaained by a physician of his 488 

own choosing, and if such physician concludes f rom his 489 

examination that such person is not aentally ill or acutely drug 490 

dependent, such person shall not be admitted to or detained in a 491 

hospital for mental illness under the provisions of this section. 

If a aentally ill person has been adaitted to any state hospital 492 

for aental illness, the person in charge thereof shall cause 493 

proceedings to be ihstituted for the coaa~taent of such person in 494 

the court of probate having jurisdiction in the tow n where such 495 

hospital is located. Any irregularity in the teaporary 496 

confineaent of such person shall be deeaed cured by the 497 

adjudication of ~he court of probate ordering his commitaent, and 498 

no such coaaitaent shall be deeaed invalid by reason of such 

irregularity. Except for voluntary admissions, if any person has 499 

.been admitted to a private hospital for aental illness, the 500 

person in cha r ge thereof shall, iaaediately upon deli very of such 501 

a en tally ill pe.rson to such hospital, notify the commissioner of 502 

aental health, in writing. Said coaaissioner shall also be 503 

notified of the discharge of sach patient before . or at the 504 

teraination of thirty days or of the pending or coapleted 

coaaitaent of such person to such hospital by a court of .probate. 505 

Except as provided above or when . othervise provided by statute, 506 

no person shall be coaaitted or adaitted to or .detained in a 507 

hospital for aental illness without an order of a court of 508 
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probate provided any person in need of care and treatsent in a ·509 

aental hospital aay be received and detained therein for ::not aore 510 

than thirty days as provided in · this section. ·· 

Sec. 17. Section 17-190 of the general statutes is repealed 511 

and the following is substituted in lieu thereof: All ·persons 512 

detained as lien tally ill OJ: as .;I rug dependent OR AS AN ALCOHOLIC 513 

shall at ali tiaes he furnished -with aaterials for ·coaaunicating 514 
.< 

under seal with any suitable person outside the hospital -for 515 

aental illness, and such coa11unications shall be staaped and 

sailed daily. If the patient desires it, all rational 517 

coaaunication shall be written at his dictation and sailed to any 518 

relative or person naaed by the patient. 

sec. 18. section 30.:.89 of th-e 1969 suppleaent to the 519 

general statutes ·is repealed and the following is sDbstitDted· in 520 

lieD thereof: Any person to whoa the sale of alcoholic liquor is 521 . 

by law forbidden, EXCEPT AB ALCOBOLZC AS DEFilED II SECTIOI 1 . OP 522 

THIS ACT, who purchases or .atteapts to purchase .such liquor or 523 

who aakes any false stateaent for the purpose of procuring such 

liquor, and any ainor vho enters a tavern, shall be fined not 52' 

aore than one hundred dollars. 525 

Sec • . 19. Section 53a-184 of the 1969 supplesent to the 526 

general statutes, subsection (b) of section 17-155c and section 527 

17-155g, 17-155h and 17-155i of the general statutes are 528 

repealed. 

Sec. 20. This act shall take effect froa its passage except 529 

that sections 3 and 4 shall takeeffect on October 1, 1973. 

Sec. 21. The sua of dollars is 

530 

531 

appropriated for the year ending June 30, . 1972, for the purposes 532 

of this act. 
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S!ATillBIT 0~ PURPOSE: fo revise the lavs relating to intoxication 535 

and treataent of intoxicated persons so that (a) Alcoholisa and 536 

intoxication shall be treated priaar~ly as social and aedical 537 

probleas rather . ~han as criainal aatters; and (b) the 538 

coaaissioner of aental health .is given broad authority to create 

the facilities, prograas and services necessary or reasonable for 539 

iapleaen~ation of this act, and to call upon other agencies of 5_0 

governaeat., al.;l private agencies and resources, an.d the coaauni ty 541 

at large for assistance and cooperation~ . 

(Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets and proposed 543 

additions are all capitalized, or unde.rlined where appropriate.] 545 

,• 
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